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CORRESPONDENCE. 



mechanic's lien law. 
Editor Virginia Law Register : 

In 2 Va. Law Register, 489-515, is a very full and interesting discussion of the 
mechanic's lien law, by Mr. N. C. Manson, Jr. There is one feature of our me- 
chanic's lien law, and a very peculiar one, which is not touched upon by the 
article. Under sec. 2476 of the Code as amended (last amendment being found 
on page 487 of the Acts of 1897-8), the persons entitled to the benefit of the lien, 
as provided by the preceding section, have sixty days "from the time such building, 
structure, or railroad is completed or the work thereon otherwise terminated," within 
which to file their liens. Sec. 2481 of the Code, as amended (last amendment 
being found on page 576 of the Acts of 1893-4), provides that no suit shall be 
brought to enforce any such lien ' ' after six months from the time when the whole amount 
covered by such lien has become payable." 

Suppose A, a lumber dealer, furnishes B, to be used in the construction of his 
house, a bill of lumber January 1, to be paid for March 1. On October 1 B's 
building is completed. A could file his lien at any time before the expiration of 
sixty days from October 1, that is, say, up to December 1. And yet, under sec. 
2481, his right to enforce the lien expired September 1 — that is, six months after the 
debt was due. Thus we have it that a man has a right to file a mechanic's lien, 
valid under one section of the Code, but which another section of the Code pre- 
cludes him from enforcing ! 

Would it not be well to suggest to the next legislature an amendment of sec. 

2481, prescribing a limitation for enforcing the lien, of two, four, or six months, 

or whatever time may be thought proper, after the fding of the lien, instead of six 

months from the time of the maturity of the debt ? 

Thomas B. Keith. 
Fairfax, Va. 

COUNTY JUDGES. 
Editor Virginia Law Register : 

As a county court judge, permit me to enter a protest to the condemnation of 
the county court judges, by Mr. Harrison, of the Danville bar, in his address on 
"Suggested Changes in our Judicial System," made before the State Bar Associ- 
ation, and published in your October issue. It is true that he says " I cannot be 
thought, in attacking the system, to intend any personal reflection upon the in- 
cumbent judges," and he makes honorable mention of some of his neighboring 
county judges. In fact I do not well see how he could have again greeted these 
gentlemen on his return home had he not apologized, in advance, to them. 

Taking the courts in turn, he says that our Supreme Court " is all we can wish," 
except that they "should be gowned." Well, this is very complimentary." 

As to the circuit courts, he "sees nothing to complain of." That, too, is quite 
satisfying to our brothers of the circuit bench. 

But now listen: The county courts "have proven to be, from every point of 



